
 

 

BEN STRAWN |  Artist Statement 

 

…open the voice which sings and dances in the moment… 

 

I was born into a family of artists and grew up on conversations concerning color and line and form.  I continue to engage that 
dialogue because that is what I know, and because it is within that dialogue- with the elements of visual media- that I continue 
to find meaning and truth. 

A painter is literally an alchemist- working with color, form, frequencies, and balance of elements to create something magic, 
something that does not so much reflect that life force as embody it.  My hope and intention as a painter is to tap into this 
magic, to create works that express the essence or essences of life itself, of living. 

My paintings are of a style that is referred to as abstract.  But that is not completely accurate.  They are not abstracted from some 
idea or form.  They are not consciously and deductively planned and executed.  Instead, they develop, they evolve, they are 
dialogues with living at a particular moment- color, forms, and meanderings of lines that take the place of words.  My work is 
not abstract in the sense of being minimalist or without content.  Each piece is a diagram and reflection of my consciousness, of 
me, at that moment.  Imagery, style, gesture, mood, and form are informed by what I find meaningful and compelling in life- 
Zen philosophy and art, calligraphy, the female, the forms of the earth, the beauty of color.  Over the years, I have shifted from 
painting with oils- the traditional Western European medium- to water-based media (acrylic) and the inclusion of paper and 
collage.  This reflects a shift in my point of reference to one more informed by Eastern ideas and artistic traditions.  A particular 
concern is to transform the life force into an image- a very direct and living action- rather than simply depict or record a 
narrative. 

As a painter, I rely on intuition, spontaneity, movement, immediacy, and serendipity.  What is important is to be engaging with 
the media at an intuitive or felt level.  My work becomes a record of that process.  I want my paintings to surprise me- to reveal 
to me what art is and can be, to express my humanity in ways my intellect alone is unable to conceive. 

 

Magic is the child of nature. 


